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Kikuchi-Fujimoto disease. Histiocytic necrotizing lymphadenitis.

Al-Maghrabi JA

Source

Department of Pathology, Faculty of Medicine, King Abdulaziz University, PO Box 80205, Jeddah 21589,
Kingdom of Saudi Arabia. Tel. +966 (2) 6401000 Ext. 17069. Fax. +966 (2) 6408433. E-mail:

jalmaghrabi@hotmail.com.

Abstract

Kikuchi-Fujimoto disease (KFD), or histiocytic necrotizing lymphadenitis, is a self-limited disease of complex
and unclear etiology. Clinically and microscopically, it may mimic malignant lymphoma and other non-
malignant diseases. Recognition of this entity is crucial, as mistaking this disease as lymphoma has major
clinical consequences. Although KFD is a well-recognized entity in the literature, many clinicians and
pathologists are still unaware of its existence. In this article, a review of KFD is provided with special

emphasis on the pathogenesis and pathological differential diagnosis of this disease.
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