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Abstract

Otitis media is one of the most common diseases and the leading cause of hearing loss in children. Myringotomy and ventilation tube insertion is the most frequent surgical procedure in children. Hundreds of studies have addressed the early complications and late sequelae of ventilation tube insertion, but little has been mentioned about relatively common postoperative problem – blockage of the ventilation tube.

Attempting to clean a ventilation tube in the clinic in an uncooperative child is difficult and probably dangerous. Different ear drops have been used to dissolve the obstructing secretions and/or blood clots, with little success. Unfortunately, it is almost always necessary to change the tube, thereby subjecting the child to another general anesthesia. The study describes a simple technique that helps prevent blockage of the ventilation tube.

